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FOR RELEASE:

30 March 1972

FROM:

Kika de la Garza

92-321

WASHINGTON, D C -- Recently 1 received a somewhat detailed report from the
Office of Emergency Preparedness regarding Federal assistance extended in South Texas
follOWing Hurricane Fern last September.

Last week in this space, 1 gave the total of

loan applications approved by the Small Business Administration and the Farmers Home Administration.

Now 1 have information about other forms of assistance.
As of mid-February, the OEP had approved III project applications, many

covering more than one project, and 28 supplemental requests, involVing a total obliga·
tion of $3,627,121.

The categories of eligible work covered by these included:

Clearance of debris and wreckage

30 projects;

Emergency protective measures -- 72 projects;
Street, road, and highway facilities -- 57 projects;
Dikes, levees, irrigation works, and drainage facilities -- 41 projects;
Public bUildings and related equipment -- 41 projects (including one facility under

constructi~n

at the time of the storm damage);

Publicly owned utilities -- 58 projects.
The Office of Emergency Preparedness also ftbligated funds totaling
$192,075 to the Department of Labor for unemployment compensatiftn to people who were out
of work as a result of the disaster.

Emergency housing was prOVided by the Department

of Housing and Urban Development, 117 temporary hnusing units being involved.

The Depart.

ment of Agriculture issued food stamps to 3,156 families suffering from the aftermath of
the hurricane, and the Department's commodity distribution program aided 1,495

familie~.

The Department of Health, Education, and Welfare provided a variety of assistance,
ranging from 200 cots from a Packaged Disaster Hospital to advance payments of $290,324
by the Office of Education for school damage.
For Willsey County, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers prepared plans and
specifications for a 22-mile drainage ditch and was later requested to survey two lat.
eral ditches eight miles in extent.
The Disaster Relief Act which we passed in Congress two years ago has
proved its value to our area.

* * * * * * * * * * *
MERCHANT MARINE

The attention of eligible young South Texans is invited

to career opportunities to be found in the U.S. Merchant Marine.
tration operates the Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point, N.Y.

The Maritime AdminisAcademy graduates are

licensed as merchant marine officers and qualified for commissions in the U.S. Naval
Reserve.

The Administration also administers a grant-in-aid program for maritime acade-

mies operated in five states, including one in Galveston.
As a member of Congress, I have the privilege of nominating candidates for
the Merchant Marine Academy every year.

The trouble is that I haven't been receiving

enough applications from the 15th Congressional District.
interesting and well-paid career.

The Merchant Marine offers an

I will be glad to send information about how appli-

cation for entrance to the Academy can be made to any interested high school seniors or
high school graduates in South Texas.

* * * * * * * * * * *
Word comes from the U.S. Postal Service that the first

WELCOME ABOARDl

four women postal inspectors have now received their credentials and badges.

The women

inspectors, I am told, will have the same responsibility, authority, and pay as their
male counterparts.
This is good news.

Employmant of women inspectors opens new opportunities

for women interested in law enforcement work, and also provides new investigative capabilities for the Postal Inspection Service.

Six more women are now in training for

postal inspection positions, and the Inspection Service is recruiting additional qualified women around the country to enter training.
We look to the ladies to get the mail moving faster and more efficiently.

* * * * * * * * * * *
GI LOAN -- The Veterans Administration comes up with a reminder that if a
veteran who has a GI mortgage on his home decides to sell he should get a release of
liability.

Otherwise, he will remain responsible for the payments in case the purchaser

defaults.
The veteran can get a release of liability from the VA office that guaranteed his mortgage.

If the original mortgage is paid off by the purchaser, the veteran

may - under certain conditions - become eligible for another VA loan.

* * *

* * * * * * * *

VISITORS -- Among visitors from home to my office this past week were:
Linda Longoria, Mr and Mrs T L Duncan and their daughter Diane, Mr and Mrs Hubert
Thompson and their daughter Mary Kay, and Mary Kay Van de Venter here to participate
in the Texas State Society function Sunday, March 19, and Buster Brown of Mission;
Joseph Prestia, Vera Richardson, Roger Drewry, Thomas Hooks, Cindy Roberts, Kayla
Bowers, and Henrick Akesson of Edinburg here attending a Presidential Classroom
Seminar; Frank and Mary Lou Vasquez of Los Fresnos; David Allex, George Young, and
Jack Skaggs of Harlingen; Al Cisneros of BrownSVille; and Mrs Jo Ann Frix of Mercedes.

* * * * * * * * * * *

